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SUFFERING IN NORTHEAST INDIA

India has 1.2 billion people with a multitude of religions and even more languages. The
northeast is made up of seven states with more than a hundred languages; the people are
not ordinary Indians, but Mongolian tribals. Some have been fighting against the authorities
since India got its independence in 1947.

Even now in the state of Manipur there are rebel groups that are holding the state hostage by
what they call a bundh (bun), through which they put a ban on all commerce and
transportation. This makes for severe problems for the masses as the terrain is very
mountainous with food and supplies being transported in by trucks. This present bundh,
which has been going on for over two months has caused such misery that the authorities
have resorted to bringing in rice and other stables by plane.

Here is an on-the-field report (June 7th) from a brother, Joshua Kom, who is a graduate of
the school of preaching in Shillong, Northeast India:

"The economic blockade is now entering 2 months. The negotiation between the government and
the agitating (rebel) group is still going on."

This young brother is an effective gospel preacher who baptized 46 in 2009 and has written
that he has fifteen that are ready to study in an evening Bible school. He is also very
generous in helping the people in need with his own funds He wrote further:

"As we have opportunity to do good let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the
household of faith" as mentioned in the book of Galatians 6:10. Brother Abungcha and his family
earn their livelihood catching fish in the lakes. Due to this prolonged blockade of goods they are in
need of daily sustenance. | beg your kindness to help this family at least a half bag of rice which will
be very helpful for them at this present moment. Another brother, Suresh and his family as well
earn their livelihood by catching fish. They too are suffering much due to the economic blockade.
For both the families even one bag of rice will be very helpful. Let all be done for the glory of God.
Our affectionate love and kind deeds need to shine before men (which is one of the light), that they
may see our good works and glorify our Father in heaven (Mt. 5:16). Again the word says, "my little
children let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth (1 Jn. 3:18). So, far | have
extended to them what | could but could not help much as | have to stay on a limited budget. If God
willing, let it be done at the earliest if possible as the condition of these two families is deteriorating.”

It is difficult to send funds from here to Joshua, so when this appeal came on June 7th |
emailed Peter Wilson and asked him to send Rs 10,000\- ($222.22) from our funds in
Dindigul, and | sent a note to Joshua for him to buy each family a 25 kg (55 pounds) sack of




rice, which he did. Here is a portion of his response,

Joshua Kom, June 17, 2010
Moirang, Munipur, N.E. India

Dear Brother Jim E. Waldron,

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Grace to you and peace from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ. | thank God for your liberal sharing with the brothers. After distributing 25 kg
sack of rice to each of the two households, | further extended help to the remaining brothers with 5
kg (11 pounds) each. The news spread to the people around us, and they too were very glad, their
remark was - our gods & goddesses show no concern for us, we have been serving them sincerely
for many years with different idols, but your God is great, he shows concern for His people when
they are in trouble, and teach you the right things to do in this life, but ours are full of Taboos'. They
said among themselves: "if your son becomes a Christian then he will be free from drugs and do
only the right things." The unbelievers know only the physical values | hope soon they will open
their minds and learn the spiritual values.

Joshua and his wife live about 400 miles east of Shillong where the Bible School is, so when
| learned recently that his wife's mother had obeyed the gospel | wrote my congratulations.
He responded,

"It was also good to hear that my mother-in-law put on Christ. It was since 2005 July | was
preaching to her. Her heart was harden like stone, almost like Pharaoh, but now by the grace of
God with the efforts of the brothers in Shillong she turn up and obeyed the gospel. The day after
her baptism she rang up to me with a soft tone and said she was very happy to take baptism and
telling me to pray for her. She further explained that she left the Rynjah Presbyterian Church and
turned to the Lord's Church.

"l will be teaching the class in Manipuri. It becomes a must to consult from time to time the English
version of NKJV as the translation of the Manipuri Bibles were from NIV, Easy to Read Version and
such alike which are not sound in doctrine; the NKJV is much needed.

Joshua Kom

CATASTROPHIC FLOOD

Bagdogra, West Bengal, N.E. India
July 2, 2010

Dear brother Jim Waldron,
Greetings to you in the wonderful name of Christ. It is so sad to tell you that the members of the

Bidhan Nagar Church of Christ, which was begun in January with twenty members, are sinking
in the flood due to heavy rainfall since yesterday.




It was twelve hours after the flood when |
reached there yesterday, but still the water
was over the houses of our preaching
brother, Ranthu Mahali, the church
members and the neighbors. These
neighbors are Hindu, but have been
listening to the good news and a few were
coming to the worship service.

. The flood started in the midnight and it is
still not over. It has killed many cattle and
| washed away all the utensils, food, clothes
and houseware materials of these people

They were staying in a nearby primary
school without food from the morning. The
children were crying for food and the mothers were trying to console them.

| reached there around 12 noon and saw the little ones crying, so we bought a few kilograms of
cereal (which is like a porridge made from rice) and a kilogram (2.2 pounds) of sugar and gave it to
the children as well as adults.

We had taken some medicines, vitamin B6, B12, folic acid and a pam killing spray, which came from
brother Garry Jones; but what | had was just a blt and not §
enough for some children have diarrhea and dysentery and
some were vomiting. Some government people are saying that
they will help, but are not doing anything. Brother the most
important thing they need is food, utensils and clothes for they
have lost everything.

They are poor day laborers that work in the tea garden and will
get their wages soon, but till then can you find any brothers and
sisters that will help?

Closing with prayer, Joseph Darjee.

NOTE FROM JIM

Joseph's email came today (2 July) and | got on the phone to Peter Wilson in South India and asked
him to send Rs 15,000\- ($325) to Joseph to help as the initial response. Going back to the
Tsunami (26 Dec. 2004) when so many were killed along the coast of Tamil Nadu and thousands
lost their homes, we found that we can get the attention of the masses by helping in the time of
desperate need and at the same time send trained soul-winners among them. In 2005 there were
more than 3,000 baptized along the coast and nearly seventy congregations planted; today through
the efforts of our co-worker, Don Iverson, there are five schools of preaching in the 300 miles of
coastal area.

Concerning this flood in the region of Bagdogra | hope we can raise $3,000 to assist the people in
their recovery, for there are many more who were devastated by the raging water. Previously | had
planned to go to Tamil Nadu when | return to India on July 28, but will now go directly to Bagdogra




and seek to assist this benevolent work and the preaching. The people will still need medicine, rice
and other necessities. Please keep the world's poor, our needy brothers and sisters in your
prayers; and me and my family.

In the school year of June 2009-May2010 there were just under 400 students in our Bible schools.
This year (2010-2011) there are 411 enrolled in five states (this does not include schools set up by
Don Iverson and Garry Jones). The cost to support each is now running about $50 a month, which
is very small in comparison to training a preacher in the States. However, 411 times $50 means we
must have over $20,000 a month to keep the schools open. Please help as you can. Also let me
thank all especially the young people who are helping with "Operation Compassion,” i.e. goats for
widows.

With love for all,

Jim E. Waldron




