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The enemies of Israel were upset with the building of the walls of Jerusalem. They sought how
they might hinder and put a stop to these people fortifying the city. They tried to befriend them in
an effort to deceive. Nehemiah told them they had no part, right or memorial in Jerusalem (Neh.
2:20). They ridiculed and criticized the work in their attempts to put a stop to the building up of
the city.

When these tactics failed the enemies of the children of God conspired “together to come and to
fight against Jerusalem, and hinder it” (Neh. 4:8). But the children of Israel prayed to God and
set a watch and defense. Not dissuaded in their hope to stop the work the enemies of God
resorted to one final act of evil. They said one to another, “They shall not know, neither see, till
we come in the midst among them, and slay them, and cause the work to cease” (Neh. 4:11).

Nehemiah then encourages the people, “Be not ye afraid of them: remember the Lord, which is
great and terrible, and fight for your brethren, your sons, and your daughters, your wives, and
your houses” (Neh. 4:14). The frightening thing is, there is a direct parallel between what we see
here and the evil that is forced upon the church today by the enemies of God.

We have heard the ridicule and criticism for standing upon the truth. The secular progressive
movement in our society and the denominational religious world has attacked us. In recent
years we have been attacked in various media outlets, books and on the Internet. But we need
to remember Nehemiah'’s exhortation to the children of God. It is just as prudent now as it was
so long ago. “Be not ye afraid of them: remember the Lord, which is great and terrible, and fight
for your brethren, your sons, and your daughters, your wives, and your houses” (Neh. 4:14).

When all these efforts fail to dissuade us from leaving off the building up of the kingdom, the
enemies will sneak in unaware (Galatians 2:4; Jude 4). Jesus warned in Matthew 7:15, “Beware
of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.”
Peter wrote, “But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false
teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that
bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction” (2 Peter 2:1).

Oh, how we need to be vigilant to keep the body pure! Paul warned the elders of Ephesus,
“Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath
made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.
For | know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing
the flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away
disciples after them” (Acts 20:28-30).

Such was the case with Hymenaeus and Philetus whose “word will eat as doth a canker:” and
who had “overthrow the faith of some” (2 Tim. 2:17-18). Likewise was Diotrephes “who loveth to
have the preeminence among them” (3 John 9). John said, “I will remember his deeds which he
doeth, prating against us with malicious words: and not content therewith, neither doth he
himself receive the brethren, and forbiddeth them that would, and casteth them out of the
church” (vs. 10).

The only hope we have to remain pure is to abide in the word of God and cleanse ourselves,
and the church, from all unrighteousness. We must be more determined to be a people of the
Book. To not add to nor take away from God’'s Word and to speak where the Bible speaks and
to be silent where it is silent.

The attacks will continue to come. “All that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer
persecution” (2 Tim. 3:12). The enemies of Israel later sought peace and fellowship with God’s
children. Nehemiah said however, “But they thought to do me mischief” (Neh. 6:2). He would not
leave dong the Lord’s work and would not speak with them! What a great example of wisdom
and faithfulness Nehemiah is for us today. Be Faithful! [Tim]
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Ray Clarkston —Cancer
Buck Combs —Hospital
Clioretta Criss -Alzheimers
Frank Criss—Health

Delaney Dunlap—Surgery,
birth defects

Bill Ervin— personal issues

Bryan Fugate— staph infec
tion

Henry family—Marriage

Frank Glover—Back prob-
lems

John Glover—Pacemaker
Carl Holleman -Parkinsons|

Ralph Howard—

Bryan Hulett -Military duty
Liz Jenkins—Cancer
Ryan Konow—CNS diseas
Christine Lewis—Cancer
McLaurine’s- Health

Virginia Phillips —
Alzheimers

Nancy Martin -diabetes
Chelsea McAlpin—
meningitis

Drew McAlpin and family -
Military overseas

Arlene McMillan —Cancer
Kathy Metz —Cancer
Stella Mlangeni—blood

e-elipe Para —Lymphoma

pressure
Cindy Ochs —Health

Wayne Sebastian-
Alzheimers

Steven Sterling:- broken
arm

Myrtle Tolliver —-Hospice
Marge Tuttle —Health
Ethan Watkins—Diabetes
Darrell Williams

Sharlene (Begley) —Cancs
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