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. Good Morning! We are very glad you came to worsk
with us. We extend a special welcome to our visitors.
HHHHHHHHH you have any questions or if we can serve you in an
way, please let us know.
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In Acts the eighth chapter we find Philip riding alem@ chariot with the Ethiopian
Nobleman. Along their journey Philip taught him of the thingacerning the Christ. We notic
then,”...as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: andithelk said, See,
here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptizef® 36). To this question Philip safdf,
thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered ahd Iselieve that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God{vs. 37).
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There are those who have concluded that confessionh ésnecessary step toward salvation

because verse 37 does not appear in some ancient manuscrig€E®@pish Bibles place

brackets around this verse, while others have demotedobtioote status. Some have left out

this verse all together. The question for us is thengdnfession necessary for salvation?”

The inclusion or exclusion of this verse is realigaot point and has no real bearing on the

argument. What we need to do is consider the overabundangderfee in scripture and the
true definition of confession to see that it is indeed a wepprtant and necessary step in bei
reconciled to God.

When one considers the text in Romans 10:9-10 it is applaat@onfession is indeed a
prerequisite to salvation in Christ. In these two eeme read;That if thou shalt confess with
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart thah&bdaised him from the
dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto rightesuand with the
mouth confession is made unto salvation.”

Clearly from this verse we learn that an oral essibn of faith precedes salvation. So we

may rightly conclude that regardless of whether or no$ 837 belongs in the text the Eunuch

had to have made a confession of faith in Christ poidraiptism. Since baptism is the point in
which we receive salvation (Acts 2:38; Gal. 3:27; 1 Pet. 3d81),confession is made unto it,
the inference is clear.

Living in Christ and residing the Father’s love ipeledant on both confession and baptisg
(Gal. 3:27). In 1 John 4:15 we red@/hosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God
dwelleth in him, and he in GodSo without a doubt confession is indeed essential for our
salvation.

That being said we need to acknowledge that this iofeis not solely an oral statement
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one makes prior to baptism. In Christ’s direction to thestps in Matthew chapter ten we note

that the Lord encourages them to be strong. They weére fear what would befall them nor
anxious for their well-being. They were though to put tfaéth and trust in God. He then

admonished them with these wortia/hosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him

will | confess also before my Father which is in heaven. But whesskall deny me before
men, him will | also deny before my Father which is in heayes’32-33).
Clearly they were to live a life of confession.ththeir words and their actions they were

be

to

profess their faith in Christ. In order to be faithfataultimately to enjoy a heavenly reward, we

must do so as well. Too many people today live as thoagfession is just something you say
before being baptized. If this is true with you then | wiaiggest that you take a look at you

life in Christ.
Confession is such an important step in God’s foiaall mankind that in Romans 14:11 w

read,“For it is written, As | live, saith the Lord, every kngleall bow to me, and every tongue

shall confess to God.'Better to do it here and now in this life than to beéd to do it before
the judgment seat in eternity. Be faithfullifn]
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ROLLING HILLS BIBLE CAMP
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