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Good Morning!  We are very glad you came to worship 
with us.  We extend a special welcome to our visitors.  If 
you have any questions or if we can serve you in any 
way, please let us know.   
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     In Acts the eighth chapter we find Philip riding along in a chariot with the Ethiopian 
Nobleman. Along their journey Philip taught him of the things concerning the Christ. We notice 
then, “…as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, 
here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?” (vs. 36). To this question Philip said, “If 
thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God” (vs. 37). 
     There are those who have concluded that confession is not a necessary step toward salvation 
because verse 37 does not appear in some ancient manuscripts. Some English Bibles place 
brackets around this verse, while others have demoted it to footnote status. Some have left out 
this verse all together.  The question for us is then, “is confession necessary for salvation?” 
     The inclusion or exclusion of this verse is really a moot point and has no real bearing on the 
argument. What we need to do is consider the overabundance of evidence in scripture and the 
true definition of confession to see that it is indeed a very important and necessary step in being 
reconciled to God. 
     When one considers the text in Romans 10:9-10 it is apparent that confession is indeed a 
prerequisite to salvation in Christ.  In these two verses we read, “That if thou shalt confess with 
thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the 
dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the 
mouth confession is made unto salvation.” 
     Clearly from this verse we learn that an oral confession of faith precedes salvation. So we 
may rightly conclude that regardless of whether or not Acts 8:37 belongs in the text the Eunuch 
had to have made a confession of faith in Christ prior to baptism. Since baptism is the point in 
which we receive salvation (Acts 2:38; Gal. 3:27; 1 Pet. 3:21), and confession is made unto it, 
the inference is clear. 
     Living in Christ and residing the Father’s love is dependant on both confession and baptism 
(Gal. 3:27).  In 1 John 4:15 we read, “Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God 
dwelleth in him, and he in God.” So without a doubt confession is indeed essential for our 
salvation. 
     That being said we need to acknowledge that this confession is not solely an oral statement 
one makes prior to baptism. In Christ’s direction to the Apostles in Matthew chapter ten we note 
that the Lord encourages them to be strong. They were not to fear what would befall them nor be 
anxious for their well-being. They were though to put their faith and trust in God. He then 
admonished them with these words, “Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him 
will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before 
men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven” (vs. 32-33).  
     Clearly they were to live a life of confession. With their words and their actions they were to 
profess their faith in Christ. In order to be faithful and ultimately to enjoy a heavenly reward, we 
must do so as well. Too many people today live as though confession is just something you say 
before being baptized.  If this is true with you then I would suggest that you take a look at you 
life in Christ. 
     Confession is such an important step in God’s plan for all mankind that in Romans 14:11 we 
read, “For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue 
shall confess to God.”  Better to do it here and now in this life than to be forced to do it before 
the judgment seat in eternity. Be faithful! [Tim] 
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ROLLING HILLS BIBLE CAMP 
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Jacob Begley –Pneumonia 

Ray  Clarkston –Cancer 

Buck Combs –Hospital 

Jill Coulter -Criss’ neighbor 

Clioretta Criss -Alzheimers 

Frank Criss—Health 

Scott  Dawson—Cancer 

Bill Ervin—Health issues 

Henry family—Marriage 

Carl Holleman -Parkinsons 

Ralph Howard— 

Bryan Hulett -Military duty 

Liz Jenkins—Cancer 

Ryan Konow—CNS disease 

Christine Lewis—Cancer  

McLaurine’s- Health 

Virginia Phillips -
Alzheimers 

Nancy Martin -diabetes 

Reba Mash –Death of Don 

Drew McAlpin and family -
Military overseas 

Arlene McMillan –Cancer 

Kathy Metz –Cancer 

Colleen/Jeremy North –
Marriage 

Cindy Ochs –Health 

Felipe Para –Lymphoma 

Sheryl Pyles—broken ankle  

Wayne Sebastian -
Alzheimers 

Kristina Stewart –
Encouragement 

Myrtle Tolliver –Hospice 

Marge Tuttle –Health 

Jim Watson –Cancer 

Scott’s Co-worker, Kevin 
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���������� �� Bellevue, Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, 
Southern Africa  Or E-mail: Wbso2002@mweb.co.zw 
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