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Good Morning!  We are very glad you came to worship 
with us.  We extend a special welcome to our visitors.  
If you have any questions or if we can serve you in any 
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��������������������������� by Tim Dooley 
 In John 12:42-43 we are told that many of the many of the chief rulers among the Jews 
believed on Christ but that they refused to confess faith in Him as the Messiah because, “…they 
loved the praise of men more than the praise of God.”  Their place in the synagogue was more 
important to them than pleasing God.  Surely you can see how sad such a position is and many 
wonder why these men acted in such a way.  Never stopping to think that it is exactly what is 
going on in the world today, in and out of the church. 
 Those in denominationalism and in the world love the praise of men more than the 
praise of God.Many cling to false doctrines and man made institutions because they don’t want 
to go against family or friends.  Grandma and grandpa, mom and dad believed this or that so I 
believe it.  They worship a particular way (or “goddess” as I heard one in India say) because 
that’s what we have always done. 
 They, like the chief rulers, are afraid of being alienated by their family and friends.  But 
Christ said, “Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace, but a 
sword. For I am come to set a man at variance against his father, and the daughter against her 
mother, and the daughter in law against her mother in law. And a man’s foes shall be they of his 
own household. He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that 
loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me” (Matthew 10:34-37). 
 Politicians love the praise of men more than the praise of God.  Governments are 
ordained by God to be “…not a terror to good works, but to the evil” (Romans 13:3).  We should 
not be afraid if we do good things, but evil.  Yet, we live in a time when politicians and 
governments “…call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; 
that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!” (Isaiah 5:20). 
 Why?  Simply because they love the praise of men more than the praise of God. This 
was Pilot’s problem when trying to decide what to do with Jesus.  They Jews made the decision 
for him when they said, “…if thou let this man go, thou art not Caesar’s friend:” (John 19:12). 
Remember this when you vote! 
 Many Christians love the praise of men more than the praise of God.  They are not 
faithful in their attendance (Hebrews 10:25) because they choose to spend time with friends and 
family instead in worship and Bible Study.  They engage in social drinking, gambling, dirty jokes 
and other ungodly activities because they want to fit in.  Even though they know that they should 
put God first in every aspect of their lives (Matthew 6:33).  Paul told Timothy that “Demas hath 
forsaken me, having loved this present world,” (2 Timothy 4:10). 
 Many Preachers love the praise of men more than the praise of God.  They are afraid 
to preach the whole council of God for they may offend someone.  Even though Paul told 
Timothy to be be “instant in season, out of season;” (2 Timothy 4:2). The preacher of the gospel 
must preach “…not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts” (1 Thessalonians 2:4). 
 Many Elders love the praise of men more than the praise of God.  This is evident due 
to the vast number of congregations that have fallen into apostasy.  Elders have been placed in a 
position of authority to take oversight of the congregation in which they are members (1 Peter 
5:2).  Paul exhorted the elders from Ephesus, “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the 
flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which 
he hath purchased with his own blood. For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous 
wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.” (Acts 20:28). Why has such a tragedy taken 
place?  Because of elders who love the praise of men more than the praise of God.  They are 
afraid they will offend someone or that they will lose members.  Better to purge out the leaven 
and please God than to be men pleasers. 
 Jesus said, “No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the 
other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and 
mammon” (Matthew 6:24).  Paul asked, “For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to 
please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ” (Galatians 1:10). 
 Will you serve God and seek to please Him?  Be faithful! [Tim] 
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Larry  Beckley 

Jacob Begley 

Ray  Clarkston 

Agnes Conn 

Jill Coulter 

Clioretta Criss 

Frank Criss 

Scott  Dawson 

Ed & Georgia Deaton 

Wibbie Denham 

Linda Dooley 

Bill Ervin 

Matt Henry and family 

Carl Holleman 

Ralph Howard 

Liz Jenkins 

Ryan Konow 

Elena Mancini 

Bill &Delores McLaurine 

Donna Olson 

Virginia Phillips 

Nancy Martin 

Arlene McMillan 

Kathy Metz 

Velaphi’s brother & daughter 

Colleen & Jeremy North 

Cindy Ochs 

Felipe Para 

Roger Parks 

Geri Pinkerton 

Sheryl Pyles 

Maggie Ray 

Wayne Sebastian 

Diane Shackleford 

MyrtleTolliver 

Marge Tuttle 

Jim Watson 

Scott’s Co-worker, Kevin 
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